
Court-Clergy Conference 2022   

Criminal Process 

(Misdemeanor) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Arrest by Law 

Enforcement 

Agency 

(defendant has 
right to a lawyer) 

Charges 

Filed 

To find an inmate in 
SDSO custody go to 
www.sdsheriff.net 

Arraignment 

(public 

defender or 

retained 

counsel) 

Pretrial 

Hearing 
Trial Sentencing 

Hearing 

For web-based self-help 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm or 

http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov 

Clergy input as to: 
Defendant’s involvement 

in the community, 
likelihood for rehabilitation, 

and/or for alternative 
sentencing options 

You may talk to the defense attorney or the probation officer at any time, but the law requires that all communication with the court 
must be in the presence of all parties. If you wish to write to the judge, please do so via the defense attorney or probation officer.  
Please do not call or write to the judge directly. If you do, it is an ex parte communication and your conversation must be shared by 
the court with all parties; confidential information may be disclosed. Your input is welcomed and encouraged at the proceedings 
noted in blue above. Please come to court and announce your presence to the bailiff. (The blue boxes are only for criminal matters.  
Other types of cases have different types of hearings. Please contact the court for information.) 

Clergy input as to: 
flight risk, character, 

and danger to society 

48 hrs. 
Hrs. 

Clergy Input as to:  

character witness 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm


Clergy input as to: 
Defendant’s involvement 

in the community, 
likelihood for rehabilitation, 

and/or for alternative 
sentencing options 

20 ct 

days 

Clergy input as to 
flight risk, 

character, and 
danger to society 

(approx.) 

30 days 
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Criminal Process (Felony) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

retained 

 

 

 

Arrest by Law 

Enforcement 

Agency 

(defendant has 
right to a lawyer) 

To find an inmate in 
SDSO custody go to 
www.sdsheriff.net 

Felony 

Arraignment 

 

Preliminary 

Hearing 
Trial Sentencing 

Hearing 

For web-based self-help 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm or 

http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov 

 

 
You may talk to the defense attorney or the probation officer at any time, but the law requires that all communication with the court 
must be in the presence of all parties. If you wish to write to the judge, please do so via the defense attorney or probation officer.  
Please do not call or write to the judge directly. If you do, it is an ex parte communication, and your conversation must be shared 
by the court with all parties; confidential information may be disclosed. Your input is welcomed and encouraged at the 
proceedings noted in blue above. Please come to court and announce your presence to the bailiff. (The blue boxes are only for 
criminal matters. Other types of cases have different types of hearings. Please contact the court for information.) 

Clergy input as 
to flight risk, 

character, and 
danger to society 

48 hrs. 
hrs. 

Arraignment 

(public 

defender or 

retained 

counsel) 

 

Pretrial 

Hearing 

Clergy 
Input as to 
character 
witness 

Charges    

Filed 

Pretrial 

Hearing 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm

