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Criminal Record Relief



Why it matters ... 



What’s in your record?



AB1950

✓ Served at least ½ your 

probationary time (generally 18 

months)

✓ Completed all the 

classes/programs/volunteer 

work/public work service

✓ Paid off the fines & restitution

✓ Have a compelling need to be 

off probation



Expungement (Dismissal) of 

Criminal Convictions

❑ What does it do?

❑ What convictions can be dismissed?

❑ Infractions

❑ Almost all misdemeanors (some sex offenses excluded)

❑ Most felony convictions 

❑ Some sex offenses excluded

❑ Felonies w/ probation or local prison sentences 

❑ If served state prison sentence for the case . . . . talk to a lawyer!

❑ Ineligible:

❑ Owe any restitution (unless extraordinary circumstances)

❑ On probation, mandatory supervision, PRCS,  or parole

❑ Pending charges or warrant out on any case

❑ Changes on the horizon????

AB1076



Expungement (Dismissal) of  

Criminal Conviction
 How much does it cost?

 SD:  $60 per misdemeanor case; $100 per felony case  

 BUT – most people qualify to waive these filing fees

 How long does it take to get a dismissal?



Prop 47

• Reclassifying Certain 
Low Level Felonies 
to Misdemeanors

• Filing Deadline: 
NOVEMBER 4, 2022

What do they do?

• When can you get 
relief?

• What kind of 
convictions do they 

work on?

• Who is not eligible?

• How is San Diego 
doing?

Prop 64

• Reclassifying Certain 
Marijuana Crimes to 

Misdemeanors, 
Infractions, or Non-

crimes

• No filing deadline

• “Automatic” 
Legislation



⚫ Approximately 43,017 Proposition 47 

petitions have been processed and 

reviewed to date.

⚫ Approximately 28,901 Proposition 64 

petitions have been processed and 

reviewed to date. 

The San Diego Experience



Certificates of 

Rehabilitation & 

Gubernatorial 

Pardons 

What 
does it 
do?

When 
can 
you 
get it?

What types 
of 
convictions 
does it 
work on?

Who is 
not 
eligible?



Sealing Adult 
Arrest Records

New Law!

Who Can Benefit?
The San Diego Experience Sort of an 

eraser---

sometimes . . . 

AB1076



SB 384 – Tiered Sex Offender Registration 

Transitioned from life-long registration to three tiers

 Tier One: 10 yrs. adults

5 yrs. juveniles

 Tier Two: 20 yrs. adults

10 yrs. juveniles

 Tier Three: Lifetime adults 

Does not apply to juveniles



Can someone stop registering if they believe they 

have met the minimum registration period?

 Registrant must petition to be terminated from the 

registry AND must be granted relief by a judge before 

they can stop registering.

 Law is very specific on legal process needed to 

terminate an individual from the California Sex 

Registry.

 Contact Public Defender Fresh Program or a local 

attorney.

NO!!



Resources:
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/csor/registrant-faqs.pdf

https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/csor/registrant-faqs.pdf


Human Trafficking Victim Conviction Relief



Who is a victim of human trafficking?



What to look for?

❑ Runaway/foster 

youth/homelessness

❑ Substance abuse

❑ Exposure to domestic violence

❑ History of child abuse/sexual 

abuse

❑ Branding/tattoos

WHO IS A VICTIM OF 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

MYTH:  
Victims will immediately ask for help 
and self identify as victims



WHO IS A VICTIM 

OF HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING 

Forced 
labor/services 
(not limited 
to sex acts)

Adults manipulated 
into performing 

commercial sex acts

Minors 
performing 
commercial 

sex acts

Legal 

Definition 
Pen. Code 

236.1(a),(b), & (c)



Who Can We 

Help?
Arrests or 
convictions 

while a victim 
of HT

Non-violent 
offenses

Committed as 
a direct result 

of being a 
victim

Good faith 
effort to 
distance 
from the 

trafficking 
scheme  



RESULTS OF VACATUR: 

Vacatur is the formal recognition of 

“factual innocence.” 

Sealing & destruction of all records

❑ DOJ

❑ Court Records

❑ $$$$$$

❑ Fingerprints/booking records

❑ Police/arrest records

❑ Probation records/CDCR/Parole

❑ DNA



Domestic Violence/Intimate 

Partner Violence Victim 

Conviction Relief



WHO IS A VICTIM 

OF DV/IPV

Unwillingly 
subjected to a 
sexual act or 
experienced 

physical violence 
or sexual violence

Experienced stalking or 
psychological aggression

Experienced Abuse 
or Trauma 

(physical or 
emotional) in a 

Romantic 
Relationship



RESULTS OF VACATUR: 
Vacatur is the formal recognition of “factual 
innocence.” 

Sealing & destruction of all records

 DOJ

 Court Records

 $$$$$$

 Fingerprints/booking records

 Police/arrest records

 Probation records/CDCR/Parole

 DNA



San Diego County District Attorney

Conviction And Sentence 

Review Unit (CASRU)





Conviction Review Requests





Resentencing Requests



FRESH START
Comprehensive Criminal Record Relief



Who can benefit from 

Fresh Start?



http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/public_defender/fresh_start.h

tml





Sample Web Page



How to Get Help . . . 



Monique Carter

Chief Deputy

Training & Development

San Diego County Office 

of the Public Defender

Monique.Carter@sdcounty.ca.gov

(619) 338-4628

Ana A. De Santiago

Division Chief

Collaborative Justice 
Division

San Diego County 
District Attorney’s 
Office

ana.desantiago@sdcda.org

(619)531-4431

mailto:Katherine.Braner@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:ana.desantiago@sdcda.org

