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Key players

DHS:  Department of Homeland Security is a cabinet agency that also contains most of the immigration agencies; it 
absorbed the former I.N.S.

ICE: Immigration Customs Enforcement enforces immigration laws within the U.S.  Includes (but is not limited 
to) the officers who enforce physical removal of noncitizens, and the U.S. governmentôs ñprosecutorsò in 
immigration court.

CIS: Citizenship and Immigration Services; processes immigration applications.

CBP: Customs and Border Protection (Border Patrol) enforces immigration laws at the Border.

Local Police and Sheriffs: Do not enforce immigration laws, but may turnover unauthorized immigrants in their 
custody to ICE.
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