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MAR 2 7 2020 

BytC.McCoy 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

IN RE: APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL IN ) GENERAL ORDER OF THE
NEW CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE JUSTICE ) PRESIDING DEPARTMENT

CASES TO BE FILED ONCE THE COURT IS ) 
FULLY OPERATIONAL AFTER THE COVID-) ORDER NO. 032720-37

19PANDEMIC
�
) 

�

�
_________________) 

This Order is made pursuant to California rules of Court, rule 10.603, which vests in th 

Presiding Judge the responsibility of promoting access to justice for all members of the public 

establishing policies and providing a forum for the fair and expeditious resolution of disputes 

and Penal Code section 987.2. 

Due to the health and safety concerns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the court ha 

ceased all but the most essential functions. (See San Diego Superior Court, General Orders o 

the Presiding Department, Order Nos. 031820-34, 032420-35, and 032420-36; see also, 

Statewide Order by Hon. Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, Chief Justice of California, dated March 23, 

2020 [staying all trials for a period of 60 days].) Due to the pandemic and ensuing co 

"shutdown," it is unsafe to convene criminal defendants or juveniles in juvenile justic 

proceedings, attorneys, court staff, and judges to conduct criminal/juvenile justice proceedings. 
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2. The PD is appointed to represent the defendants/juveniles in those cases the DA o

CA notifies them that they intend to file charges. The PD is to screen the cases fo

any conflicts and refer cases in which there is a conflict to either the Alternate Publi

Defender's Office ("APD"), Multiple Conflicts Office (MCO), or the Office o

Assigned Counsel ("OAC"), as appropriate. If a case is referred to the APD, MCO

or OAC, that office is appointed to represent the defendant/juvenile.

3. The appointed agency is to notify the defendant/juvenile as expeditiously as possibl

of the appointment, and of the defendant/juvenile's option to decline the appointmen

and proceed with retained counsel and, for criminal defendants, the option to procee

in propria persona ("in pro per"). If the defendant/juvenile notifies the appointe

agency that he or she has retained counsel, or if the defendant/juvenile decline

appointment, the appointed agency is relieved of its appointment.

4. Any appointment of counsel pursuant to this order is temporary pending

defendant/juvenile's first court appearance. At that first court appearance,

appointment will either be confirmed or discontinued. Accepting or declinin

appointment prior to this first court appearance does not affect any rights regardin

representation the defendant/juvenile would otherwise have.

THIS ORDER IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

DATED: 
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HO . LORNA A. ALKSNE 
PRESIDING JUDGE 


