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Fifth Annual
Mock Trial Competition Kicks Off
Event sponsored by the San Diego County Bar Association (SDCBA), San Diego Superior Court, Thomas Jefferson
School of Law, California Western School of Law, and the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office, together
with the Constitutional Rights Foundation and the San Diego County Office of Education

Giving high school students hands-on experience in due process, the fifth annual San
Diego Mock Trial competition kicks off at the San Diego Superior Court (220 West Broadway)
on Tuesday, February 1, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. The competition unplugs kids from computers and
pushes them out of classrooms and into a real world of critical thinking and public speaking.
Two hundred and fifty (250) students from 13 high schools will assume the roles of
attorneys, witnesses, and other court personnel and will compete in a fictitious trial tied to
current events. This year the trial is People v. Woodson: a case spotlighting cyber-bullying and
assault with a deadly weapon.
The goal of the mock trial is to educate students about the basis of our American judicial
system and the mechanics of litigation. Through participation in the mock trial program,
students increase basic skills such as listening, analytical thinking, speaking, writing, reading and
problem analysis. The students analyze complex information, apply logic and deductive
reasoning, and use other critical thinking skills in the trial scenario.
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Each team is led by a teacher and a volunteer attorney, and is comprised of 10 to 15
students. Real judges and attorneys oversee and score the trial presentations.
The winning team in the San Diego competition will compete on the state level in
Riverside, March 25-27, 2011 with the state winner moving on to the national competition in
Phoenix, Arizona, May 5-8, 2011. The objective of participating in the trial is not to win for the
sake of winning, but to learn and understand the meaning of good citizenship in a democracy
through participation in our system of law and justice.
For more information on the schools participating and the time and location of the
competitions, please see the attached Media Alert from the San Diego County Bar Assocation.

# # #

