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TRIAL GUIDELINES  

The Hon. Gregory W. Pollack 
 

 
1. Be on time.  Call the Court Clerk, Terry Ray at (619) 450-7071, if there is any reason why you may be late.  

 
2. Stipulations should be in writing, signed by counsel. 

 
3. No speaking objections.  State only the legal ground(s) for your objection. 

 
4. No swearing or foul language unless the attorney or witness is quoting what was, in fact, said. 

 
5. You are not required to obtain permission from the Court to approach the witness or otherwise move within the well.  You 

may place the podium wherever you like.  You are not required to stand while addressing the Court.  
 

6. The use of laser pointers is prohibited 
 

7. While arguing legal issues, address remarks to the Court rather than to opposing counsel. 
 

8. Do not show a witness any document that has not already been marked, even if you do not intend to offer it into evidence. 
 

9. Do not publish an exhibit, i.e., show it to the jury, unless the exhibit has already been admitted into evidence.   
 

10. Show all demonstrative evidence you intend to use in opening statement to opposing counsel.  If there is an objection, 
the matter is to be brought to the Court's attention for a ruling prior to the commencement of opening statements. 
 

11. Advise opposing counsel of your anticipated witness schedule (dates and times) as soon as practicable, and, unless the 
witness is a true impeachment witness, no later than the day before the witness is to testify.  The Court will allow a witness 
to testify out of order if there is a legitimate scheduling conflict.  "Down time" is unacceptable; there should be no gaps in 
time between witnesses. 
 

12.  Jury Selection: 
 
(a.) In most cases, the clerk will call and seat 40 prospective jurors.  Initial questions will be directed toward these 40 

jurors.  Peremptory challenges are to be exercised only as to jurors 1 through 12.  Jurors 13 through 40 will be 
substituted in for excused jurors in accordance with their numbers.  At least two alternates will be selected.  
 

(b.) As a general rule, the Court will allow up to 25 minutes to each side to ask questions of the initial panel of jurors 
(40).  Depending upon the complexity of the case or issues involved, more time may be provided upon request.  
In the event additional jurors beyond the original 40 are called, each attorney will be allotted additional time for 
voir dire.  However, questions may be directed only to the newly called jurors.   
 

(c.) At the conclusion of questioning, the Court will call counsel to sidebar to make any challenges for cause.  
 

(d.) The purpose of voir dire is to elicit information from prospective jurors, not impart information to them.  During 
voir dire, please do not argue your case or ask the jurors to promise you anything other than to follow the law as 
instructed by the court.  Do not construct hypotheticals involving evidence you intend to produce at trial.  Do not 
attempt to precondition jurors. 
 

(e.) During voir dire [and trial], do not provide any personal information about yourself, e.g., “When I was stationed in 
Vietnam . . .,” “I said to my wife last night . . .,” “My 12-year-old daughter said to me . . .,” etc.  Your case is not 
about the lawyers.  A lawyer’s attempt to ingratiate himself with a jury based on his/her personal, professional or 
other life circumstances and/or accomplishments is inappropriate. 

 
13.  Acceptable client advocacy never includes making misrepresentations of law or fact to the 

 Court. 
 

14.  Follow the Golden Rule:  Treat people, including opposing counsel, the way you, yourself,   
 want to be treated. 
 


