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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
 
 
WHERE TO FILE JUVENILE CITATIONS AND JUVENILE CONTACT REPORTS 

 
 
This document memorializes where citations issued to juveniles (defined as individuals under 18 years of age at the time of 
the violation) and juvenile contact reports (JCR) will be filed.  The criteria are based on requirements established by the 
court, the District Attorney, the Probation Department, and various statutes that govern where citations and JCRs against 
juveniles will be heard. 

Instructions for Law Enforcement:  Citations charging violations listed for Adult Traffic/Minor Offense Court (see chart 
below) should be sent directly to that court.  Citations or JCRs charging all other violations should be sent to Juvenile 
Probation (2901 Meadow Lark Drive, San Diego, CA 92123, Attention: Screener), where they will be screened and filed in 
accordance with the chart below.   

Notes: 
 If a citation charges both a violation listed for Adult Traffic/Minor Offense Court and a violation that should be diverted 

by Juvenile Probation, law enforcement should file the citation directly at the Adult Traffic/Minor Offense Court.  A 
citation, NOT a JCR, should be used for all cases filed at the Adult Traffic/Minor Offense Court.   

 If a citation or JCR charges both a violation listed for Juvenile Court Minor Offense or Juvenile DA, and a violation that 
should be filed in Adult Traffic/Minor Offense Court, law enforcement should send the citation or JCR to Juvenile 
Probation for screening. 

Instructions for Juvenile Probation Screener:  File citations and JCRs issued to juveniles according to the chart below.   

Note:  If a citation or JCR charges more than one violation, file the entire citation or JCR in the place where the most serious 
violation should be filed. 

 Juvenile Court  
Minor Offense 

(WI 256) 

Juvenile Probation 
Diversion 
(WI 654) 

Juvenile  
District Attorney 

(WI 602) 

Adult Traffic/ 
Minor Offense Court

(WI 603.5) 
Vehicle Code  All infractions that 

involve drugs or alcohol. 
 All misdemeanors 

including but not limited 
to: 
o VC 31 
o VC 14601(a) 
o VC 14601.1 
o VC 23103 
o VC 23224(a) or (b) 

 Exceptions (must be 
sent to Juvenile DA): 
o VC 2800.1 
o VC 20002 
o VC 23136 
o VC 23140 
o VC 23152 
o VC 23153 

All misdemeanor 
Vehicle Code violations 
or infractions of any 
other Codes involving: 
 Skateboarding 
 Bicycling 
 Loitering 
 Curfew 
 Smoking 
 Vessel registration 

All violations not 
specified elsewhere 
including but not 
limited to: 
 VC 2800.1 
 VC 20002 
 VC 23136  
 VC 23140 
 VC 23152 
 VC 23153 

 

All infractions that do 
not involve drugs or 
alcohol, including but 
not limited to: 
 VC 12500(a) 
 VC 12814.6(b)(1) 
 VC 12951(a)  

 
 
 

Municipal & Local 
Ordinances 

 All infractions that 
involve drugs or alcohol, 
including those issued 
by MTS and MTDB. 

 Fare evasion citations 
issued by MTS (trolley 
tickets). 

All infractions.  
Exceptions: 
 Violations that involve 

drugs or alcohol. 
 Violations that involve 

the driving or 
operation of a motor 
vehicle. 

 Fare evasion citations 
issued by MTS (trolley 
tickets). 

Infractions, only if 
charged with another 
violation that goes to 
the DA. 
 
All misdemeanors and 
felonies not specified 
elsewhere. 

All violations that 
involve driving or 
operation of a motor 
vehicle and do not 
involve drugs or 
alcohol. 
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 Juvenile Court Minor 
Offense 
(WI 256) 

Juvenile Probation 
Diversion 
(WI 654) 

Juvenile DA 
(WI 602) 

Adult Traffic/ 
Minor Offense Court 

(WI 603.5) 
Business & 

Professions Code 
Violations that involve drugs 
or alcohol (not in a vehicle) 
as follows: 
 BP 25620(a) 
 BP 25658 
 BP 25658.5 
 BP 25661 
 BP 25662 

None. All other violations. None. 

Health & Safety 
Code 

 HS 11357(b)  
 HS 11357(e) – 1st offense 

None.  HS 11357(e) – 
2nd  and 
subsequent 
offenses. 

 All other 
violations. 

None. 

Penal Code  PC 594.1(b) 
 PC 594.1(d) 
 PC 594.1(e) 
 PC 602(m) 
 PC 647(f) 
The following violations if 
charged as an infraction: 
 PC 484(a)  
 PC 488 
 PC 490.1 
 PC 555  
 PC 640.5  
 PC 647(e)  

 PC 308(b) 
 PC 640  
 PC 640a  

The following 
violations  
if charged as a 
misdemeanor: 
 PC 484(a)  
 PC 488  
 PC 490.1  
 PC 555  
 PC 640.5 
 PC 647(e)  
 
All other violations. 

None. 

Other Codes  All other infractions that 
are not sent to adult 
traffic court or probation. 

 PUC 120450.5  

 Fish & Game: All 
infractions and 
misdemeanors. 

 Streets & Highways:  
SH 27176 – violation of 
posted rules or 
regulations regarding 
traffic flow, parking, 
tolls. 

 Harbors & Navigation: 
Violations regarding 
equipment provisions. 

 Public Resources: 
Violations of rules/ 
regulations established 
by the Department of 
Parks & Recreation. 

 Fish & Game: all 
felonies. 

 All other 
violations. 

None. 

 

 

 

     




