In certain circumstances, self-help services are available to litigants who go to court
without an attomey. These programs offer assistance by providing procedural
information and education to litigants preparing for court. In some cases, this
assistance may involve completing forms or offering ways to settle the case without
appearing in court. Services/clinics are operated within court facilities and are
offered at no cost, on a first-come, first-served basis. Please call the telephone
numbers listed for further information, or visit the court’s Self-Help Center website at

www.sdcourt.ca.gov.
Child Support - San Diego Superior Court Family Law Facilitator's Office provides

procedural and forms assistance with cases involving the Department of Child
Support Services (governmental child support cases). For recorded information, call:

Central  (619) 844-2200 North (760) 201-8200

Civil Harassment Restraining Order Clinic™ - Legal Aid Society of San Diego
provides procedural and forms assistance in Central, South and East County
locations. San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program, Inc. provides this assistance at the
North County location.

Central ~ (877)534-2524 North
South (877)534-2524 East

(760) 941-5685
(877)534-2524

Conservatorship Clinic* - Legal Aid Society of San Diego provides procedural and
forms assistance.

Central ~ (877) 534-2524

Domestic Violence Restraining Order Clinic* - San Diego Volunteer Lawyer
Program, Inc. provides procedural and forms assistance in Central, North and East
County locations. Legal Aid Society of San Diego provides this assistance at the
South County location.

Central  (619) 844-2847 North (760) 941-5685

South (877)534-2524 East (619) 456-4100

Family Law Assistance - San Diego Superior Court Family Law Facilitator's Office
provides procedural and forms assistance. For recorded information, call:

Central  (619) 844-2200 North (760) 201-8200
South (619) 844-2200 East (619) 844-2200
Guardianship Clinic - Guardianship Assistance Program provides orientation
workshops and follow-up forms assistance.
Central  (619) 844-2869
Small Claims Legal Advisor - San Diego Superior Court provides walk-in legal

assistance to litigants on small claims procedures, forms and processes at the
Central and North County locations.

Al areas may call: (858) 634-1777 Recorded Info: (858) 634-1900

Small Claims Mediation™ - National Conflict Resolution Center provides mediated
seftlement assistance at the Central location.

Central ~ (619) 238-2400

Unlawful Detainer Clinic* - Legal Aid Society of San Diego provides procedural
and forms assistance in Central, East and South County locations.  San Diego
Volunteer Lawyer Program provides this assistance at the North County location.

Central ~ (877)534-2524 North (760) 941-5685
South (877)534-2524 East (877)534-2524

*These programs are not affiliated with San Diego Superior Court. The programs are
independently responsible for compliance with applicable state or federal laws. The Superior
Court does not endorse, evaluate, supervise, or monitor these programs.
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79.73%
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Services & 0
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Budget Total

* As of 01/01/20

Salaries and Benefits - Salaries and benefits of all court employees, except for
judges, whose salaries are paid directly by the state.

Services and Supplies - Costs of office furniture, supplies, telecommunications and
contractual services such as information technology and printing services.

Security - In FY 11-12, as a result of Trial Court Security Realignment (AB 118), sheriff-
related security costs for courtroom security and perimeter security were transferred to
the County of San Diego. The remaining security costs in the court budget include
such areas as after-hours security for facilities and security equipment maintenance.
Fixed Assets - Purchase of equipment costing more than $5,000 (e.g., fumiture,
copy machines).

Minor's Counsel - The costs to appoint private counsel to represent the interests of
the child in a custody or visitation proceeding.

Other Expenses - Includes payments of County services (e.g., custodial costs),
collection costs and traffic school monitoring costs.

FILINGS

Hundreds of thousands of Superior Court cases are handled each yearin San Diego
County. From July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 (Fiscal Year 2018/2019) total filings
for all case types were more than 475,000.

- Family Law includes dissolutions (also known as divorce), legal separations, and mariage annulments.

- “Other Family” includes Patemity, Surrogacy, Child Suppor, Child Custody, and other miscellaneous
Ffamily Court Pefitions.

- Domestic Violence includes Domestic Violence Temporary Restraining Orders (TRO) filed in family Court.

Welcome to the San Diego Superior Court and our 2020 Resource Brochure.
This pamphlet is designed to give you a quick summary of our facilities,
programs, services and a look at our budget and case filing numbers.
Additionally, we provide a list of self-help services and contact information
to help the growing number of those who access the court without legal
assistance.

As the Superior Court moves into the second decade of the 21st century, we
continue to explore ways to modernize our on-line and electronic services to
make our court more convenient and enable court users to conduct business
without having to come to the courthouse. The public expects on-line
amenities and our court is working to meet these expectations. In 2020,
we look to expand our E-filing services in both Family and Small Claims
Court and reinforce our robust electronic services in our Civil Department
and Traffic Courts.  With an eye on providing more public and juror
convenience, we have wired all court facilities to provide free Wi-Fi for court
users. Working with the San Diego County Library, jurors now have the
ability to electronically check out books and magazines while at the
courthouse.

following years of difficult budget cuts, the Superior Court is now
recognizing more stable state funding. This has allowed us to slowly fill
long vacant positions and clear up case backlogs which negatively
impacted many court users.

We continue to support our highly successful community outreach program;
one of the most successful in the state. More than 11,000 people pass
through our doors each year to learn about the significance of the third
branch of government and the importance of a knowledgeable electorate.
As the second largest court in California and the third largest court in the
United States with more than 3 million court users each year, it is important
to tell the story of our court and the role we play in a vibrant democracy. We
understand that the strength of this legal system lies in our communities’
belief that they will receive timely, open and equal justice when they turn to
us.

Thank you for visiting the San Diego Superior Court. On behalf of our 135
judges, 19 Commissioners and more than 1200 employees, | welcome you.

Hon. Lorna A. Alksne
Presiding Judge (2020-2021)
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COURT SERVICES AND LOCATIONS

Where you go for court services may depend on one or more of the following

considerations:

o Where you live (for example, in which court area or jurisdiction you live)

2 Where the legal issue occurred (for example, in which court area or jurisdiction it
happened)

oWhere the court provides the services you need (for example, juvenile
delinquency matters are heard only in the Central Division)

Here are the locations of court facilities and the services each location provides:

CENTRALDIVISION GENERAL INFORMATION (619) 844-2700

CENTRAL COURTHOUSE (619) 844-2700

1100 Union Street, San Diego, CA 92101

Jury Services

Appeals - Limited and Unlimited Civil, Family, and

Probate

Appeals - Felony, Misdemeanors and Infractions

Criminal - Felonies and Misdemeanors

Family Law - Dissolution (Divorce), Child Custody and
Support, Domestic Violence Restraining
Orders, Family Law Facilitator

Family Support Division

Older Court Records - Records Research

Probate - Guardianships, and Conservatorships, Trusts and
Delayed Registration of Birth, Death and
Marriage

Court Reporting Services - Transcripts

HALL OF JUSTICE (619) 450-7275

330 West Broadway, San Diego, CA 92101

Civil - Limited and Unlimited

(including Unlawful Detainers & Civil Harassment Restraining Orders)
Small Claims

KEARNY MESA FACILITY (858) 634-1800
8950 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, CA 92123
Traffic and other Infractions and

Juvenile Vehicle Code Infractions

JUVENILE COURT (858) 634-1600

2851 Meadow Lark Drive, San Diego, CA 92123
Adoptions and Emancipations

Juvenile Delinquency

Juvenile Dependency

Minor Offenses - Including Juvenile Vehicle Code Infractions

EAST COUNTY DIVISION GENERAL INFORMATION
(619) 456-4100

East County Regional Center:
250 East Main Street, El Cajon, CA 92020

NORTH COUNTY DIVISION GENERAL INFORMATION
(760) 201-8600

Vista Regional Center:
325 South Melrose Drive, Vista, CA 92081

SOUTH COUNTY DIVISION GENERAL INFORMATION
(619) 746-6200

South County Regional Center:
500 Third Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91910
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